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SC-02232-67
Copy No. 5

23 May 1967

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: Briefing by the Director of CIA Subcommittees of
Semate Armed Services and Appropriations -
23 May 1967

25X1A

25X1A

25X1C

p—
met with the CIA Subcommittees of Senate
Armed Services ropriations. The meeting commenced at 10:30

a.m. and ran until noon. Present from the Subcommittees were:

Richard B. Russell
Margaret Chase Smith
Jaohn Stennis

Carl Hayden

Strema Thurmond
Milton R. Young

Sesator Bourke B. Hickealooper also attended. William Darden and
william Woodruff, from the staff, also attended. Prior to the hearing
there was a sweep of the room and there was monitoring during the
hearing. No transcript was taken.

2. The Director briefed on the middle East situation reading
from the prepared briefing. In connection with the Israeli shoot down
of six Syrian MIGS, the Director pointed out that the earlier franian
defector to lsrael who had flown in a MIG-21 had permitted Israeli
pilots to learn the handling characteristics of MIGs. The Director

out that in the last ten days
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Mr. Helms also reported that
just last week an intelligence report was distributed concerning the
use by Egyptians of a nexrve gas in the Yemen conflict. He indicated
that the shell casings and Cyrillic writings would indicate that in all
likelihood the Soviets have supplied support to the Egyptians in this
fisld,

3. Ia response to a gusstion as to the guality of the Egyptian
army, the Director pointed out there are still some 30, 000 to 40,000
tropps tied down in Yemen aund the general standard in the Egyptian
army is not high. The Director further concluded that it was our
estimate that the Israell army is entirely competent to take on the
combined forces of Syria and Egypt.

4. A question was asked about the Tripartite Agreement and
the positions of the U. 5., France and England. The Director stated
he was not aware of what responses, if any, France and England had
given to any lsraell reguests.

§, Senator Ruswell asked some guestions about the Garrison
matter. The Director pointed out that none of the allegations concerning
the Agency made by Garrison are {rue in any respect. He pointed out
how the photograph of an unidentified person had been taken in Mexico
and now reposes in the Warrea files. Mr. Helms also mentioned the
letter sent by the Agency General Counsel to the Judge explaining that
we had no such photograph as Garrison was attempting to subpoena.
The Director stated that he saw ns reason why he should cormment
publicly at this time. Senator Thurmond stated that he thought the
Amsrican people had & right to heax Mz. Helms on this, Senators
Russell, Hickenicoper and Stennis were most emphatic that Mx. Helms
should make no comment.

sil 3
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6. Sepator Russell inquired about the ability to keep former
employees quiet. The Director pointed out that he had discussed this
matter just yesterday with the Attorney General and got no solace. He
added that the Attorney General said he knew of no practical recourse
under the law. Senator Russell stated that even if the prosecutions were
tecknically feasible, he thought it might be unwise to do so at this time.

7. Questions wers then raised about continued funding of
erganizations, Mr. Helms pointed out that,by Presidential directive,
ald to private organizations had to be cut off by at least 31 December
1967. Senatoy Russell volunteered that these programs, in his view,
were the most effective programs run by the Agency and he doubted that
any other organization could accomplish the results. Senator Hickenlooper
also stated he thought it was too bad the support had to end but agreed
with Senator Russell that with the disclosures this was the only appropriate
thing.

§. Senater Smith inquired about morale in the Agency and
effectiveness. The Director stated that he, of course, had been concerned
about this but he did not believe morale had been affected at all, As to
operations, he pointed out that the activities involved in recent disclosures
are compartmentalized and isolated and have no affect on other activities
and they are in no better or worse shape than before.
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10. The Director then briefed on subversion in Latin America,
peading {ron: the prepared briefing for the Rivers group. He read
through page 13 and summarized the rest. Senator Russell asked
about Che Guevara. Mr. Helms gave his own personal view that
Che was dead since there had been no valid evidence of his baing
alive.
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1i. Senator Russell then asked some questions on Vietnan:,
_ furnished figures on North Vietnamese atrength in
South Vietnam. It was pointed out that the standing army of North
Vietaam is 250, 000 and is rated as one of the best Asiatic armies.
Senator Ruasell asked was Giap in South Vietnam. 25X1A
poiated out that while he was not, in effect the overall commander
of the North Vietzamese forces in South Vietnam was Nguyen Chi Taah,
a four-star general and is as senior an officer as Giap and is also a
member of the North Vietnam Politburo. In response to a question,
— stated that most military supplies come in overland by
rail and road unless one counted POL which does come in by ship.
Senator Russell inquired about the recent report he had received from
the military that the North Vietnamese had captured the HAWK missile.
The Director stated he had not heard of this but we would check into
this and advise.

12. Senator Young inquired of the value of Svetlana. The
Director stated it is doubted she would give any significant current
information although the background would be useful and certainly
this was a psychological defeat for the Sovieta.

25X1A

Legislative Counsel

Att. (With Memo for Record
of Briefing of Rivers Group,
Same Date)

Copy 1 - OLC

Copy 2 - DCI thru Ex Dir 25X1A
Copy 3 - DDC1

Copy 4 - ADDP
Copy 5 -
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HANDLE VIA COMINT CHANNELS

WARNING

This document contains classified information affecting the national
security of the United States within the meaning of the espionage
laws, US Code, Title 18, Sections 793, 794, and 798. The law prohibits
its transmission or the revelation of its contents in any manner to
an unauthorized person, as well as its use in any manner prejudicial
to the safety or interest of the United States or for the benefit of any
foreign government to the detriment of the United States.

THIS DOCUMENT MUST BE KEPT IN COMMUNICATIONS
INTELLIGENCE CHANNELS AT ALL TIMES

It is to be seen only by US personnel especially indoctrinated
and authorized to receive COMMUNICATIONS INTELLIGENCE
information; its security must be maintained in accordance with
COMMUNICATIONS INTELLIGENCE REGULATIONS.

No action is to be taken on any COMMUNICATIONS INTELLI-
GENCE which may be contained herein, regardless of the advantages
to be gained, unless such action is first approved by the Director
of Central Intelligence.

GROUP 1
EXCLUDED FROM AUTOMATIC DOWNGRADING
AND_DECLASSIFICATION
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